CHRIST THE VINE LUTHERAN CHURCH

GRAPEVINE

JUNE, 2010

Dear Friends,

Starting at the beginning of June and
continuing almost through October, you’re
going to be seeing a lot of green. Not just
outside either, it’s going to be green inside
too, at least it’ll be green inside our
sanctuary here at Christ the Vine Lutheran
Church. Why?

Because green is the liturgical color for
Pentecost, and this is the season of

Pentecost.

What’s the season of Pentecost?

That’s the time during the church year
when we focus on the work of the Holy
Spirit. The season of Pentecost began a
couple weeks ago on Pentecost Sunday,
May 23 this year. You may have noticed
the representation of the Holy Spirit that
was displayed on our chancel. (Thank you
Nathan)

What is the work of the Holy Spirit?

In the original New Testament, written in
Greek, the word “Paraclete” is often used

to refer to the Holy Spirit, particularly in
the Gospel of John. In English, Paraclete
is translated as “Counselor, Comforter or
Helper.” In Greek, Paraclete is a legal
term and it means to be an advocate or
defender.

This Holy Spirit, counselor and comforter
sent from God to help us, gives us hope
and encouragement (Romans 15:13). The
Holy Spirit works in our lives to “sanctify”
us, which means to change us and renew
us over time, making us more Christ-like
(2 Thess. 2:13). In Galatians 5:22 we’re
promised that the result of the Holy
Spirit’s work in our lives is; joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. And above
all, the Holy Spirit, working through
God’s Word, effects faith and salvation in
us (Titus 3:5-7).

The work of the Holy Spirit in our lives is
absolutely critical. As Martin Luther
succinctly stated in his Small Catechism;
“I believe that I cannot by my own reason
or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my
Lord, or come to him; but the Holy Spirit
has called me by the Gospel, enlightened
me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me
in the true faith.”

During this Pentecost season as we
remember the great gifts given to us and
the great work within us that the Holy
Spirit continues to do throughout our lives,
lets enjoy those gifts and give God thanks
for his goodness to us!

The Lord bless you and keep you!

Pastor Kris Morris



We at Christ the Vine owe our
thanks once again to the employees
and volunteers of the Early
Childhood Center: CTV Preschool
and Kindergarten and Daycare for
once again organizing a fun and
enjoyable carnival and silent
auction. Special thanks are due also
to the many volunteers who did
everything from cooking the hot
dogs to manning the many booths.
And thanks to the many contributors
of items for auction.

Switching subjects slightly, a recent
Christian radio broadcast on the
subject of bringing up our children
in the fear and love of the Lord
noted that, especially in their
younger years, our kids are
constantly learning by observing
their parents. The broadcast named
numerous behavioral situations that
we might not think of as being
educational to our kids:

What we like to watch on television
What videos we rent to view in our
home

Our driving habits

Our vocabulary

How we conduct ourselves in the
presence of our spouse

How we conduct ourselves in the
absence of our spouse

The respect we show our spouse

Our consistency and frequency of
church attendance. Our giving to
the church of time, talents and
treasures

Our prayer is that we might all be
more aware of our conduct while in
the presence of our children, and
that we use as criteria in our
behavior the fruits of the Spirit
enumerated in Galatians 5: 22

and 25:

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love,
10y, peace, patience, kindness,

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness
and self control . . . Since we live by
the Spirit, let us keep in step with
the Spirit”.

Imagine the lessons our children are
learning when our lives exude the
fruits of the Spirit.

The Stewardship Committee



EARLY CHILDHOOD

Congratulations are due Leiloni Pfeifer
who recently graduated from Wilsonville
Clackamas Community College with her
Director’s credential in Early Childhood
Education.

Gaining acceptance into this program
required 4 letters of recommendation
along with a personal interest statement.
Completion entailed a year of study in
addition to all her efforts towards making
our preschool an exemplary model of early
learning in our community.

SERVICES

During the months of July and August and
the first Sunday in September, there will
only be one service at 9:30 am. There will
be Christian Education classes for the
adults; although there will not be Sunday
School for the children, there will be
supervised kid’s activities. Fellowship is
requesting volunteers for the Sunday
morning Coffee Hour. Please sign-up to
help. The sign-up booklet is in the
kitchen.

CTV CAMPOUT

This year the Camp out will be at Nehalem
Bay State Park on August 12 — 14™. If
you can’t make it for all three nights just
come for Fri and Saturday. It’s loads of
fun! See Vickie Bellamy or call at 503-
658-3561.

Our senior high youth will be sponsoring a
Rummage Sale on June 4™ and 5™,
Proceeds will be used for their Mission
Trip this summer. Contact Nathan for
more information.

BEGIN A FAMILY EMERGENCY
FUND

Three to six months of expenses is a good
goal to strive for in establishing an emergency
fund. Consider opening an LCEF Family
Emergency Steward Account today to equip
you to handle those unexpected expenses that
crop up at the most inconvenient time. Just
$25 a month is all you need to begin your
journey toward financial preparedness, while
supporting the ministry of the LCEF.

You are invited to visit the LCEF
brochure rack on the information table in the
narthex. There you will find the monthly
interest rate sheet and information on the
various investment opportunities available
through LCEF. The brochure rack also
contains copies of the annual report and
offering circular which should be read prior to
making an investment.

For additional information or for an
application form, please call the District
Office at 1-888-693-5267. Visit the website at
www.LCEF.org or contact Quinten Fadness,
your LCEF volunteer representative at 503-
663-5985.




Periodic Report to the Congregation
Jim Carow

Attendance, Overall attendance is at 180
average per Sunday, which is partly due to
Easter and Confirmation sundays. April
and May have averaged lower than in
January to March. Continue to pray for
and encourage those you know who have
not been present at church recently or
consistently.

Giving. Christian giving has been
consistent to the budget voted on in
January. Thank you for your continued
and consistent faith based giving. Itisa
blessing to this church and to all. Our
CTV mission and extended mission
support is being rewarded with your
support.

Church Announcements, We are
sending out notices twice a week on
upcoming events. If you are not receiving
them, contact the church office [Jackie or
Gayle] and give them your email address.

Summer Worship, During the months of
July and August, Summer worship will be
one service at 9:30 am. This will give us
all an opportunity to connect with other
members and grow our fellowship.

Voters Meeting, In June, we will have
the semi annual Voters meeting to elect
officers and board members to the PPC.
Carol Miller is leading this effort and
announcements will be forth coming.
Consider your gifts and volunteer for an
opportunity to serve.

(Click to enlarge)
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ESL CLASSES END FOR THE
SUMMER

May 25" Pastor Morris, Penny Kay, Jerrie
Rismoen, Gayle McCoy, and Denice Foss
ended our ESL classes at Sandy Vista
Community Center in Sandy but, just for
the summer.

It was a fun day with a pot luck, bingo,
celebration cake and passing out of
Certificates of Participation.

This winter was our first ever CTV
attempt to teach ESL classes to our close
neighbors to the North. We will begin
again in the fall after school has started
and hope many others from the
congregation will join us. It has indeed
been a labor of love! Don’t forget to look
for the article in the upcoming Northwest
Passages Summer edition.

Jerrie Rismoen has branched out and is
assisting one gentleman prepare for his
Citizenship test.

These migrant families live in migrant
housing called Sandy Vista Apartments
owned and operated by Catholic Charities.
The men work in our nurseries and fields
and some of the wives work in local
restrauants. Most have received very little
education from their homeland of Mexico
and most speak a dialect other than
Spanish.

They studied very deligently and didn’t
seem to blame us for not knowing their
language. They just giggled and tolerated
us.

At the April Parish Planning Council a
discussion was held regarding VBS at the
Sandy Vista location. Immanuel
Lutheran will be asked to assist as well.
There are about 60 children and it would
be open to other children, especially those
in our church and surrounding area.
Nathan will prepare flyers.

Outreach continues with bread deliveries
to visitors. Two Outreach members
attended the Greeter Seminar this month
at Ascension Church. Outreach is also in
the process of preparing CTV’s booth at
Damascus Day in the Park.

Pastor Kris reports that 19 people have
been faithfully attending church the last
two to eight months and have expressed
interest in joining our congregation.
Pastor is planning a new member class
on Sunday evenings through June 20.
Members of the congregation are also
invited to attend these class sessions.

Pastor Kris is also interested in teaching a
Bible overview class and inviting high
school and college age young people to
attend.



JUNE ANNIVERSARIES

Jim & Mary Carow 6/2
Ron & Raelene Larson 6/8
Kurt & Jennifer Lootens 6/10
Bill & Barb Balke 6/11
Shaun & Cheryl Fidler 6/17
Jerry & Mary Davis 6/22
John & Gloria Gray Jr. 6/27
Quinten & Dorothy Fadness 6/28
Nathan & Tina Schmidt 6/28
Ron & Mary Beth Mellmer 6/29

Soyear.

anniyersaire

JULY ANNIVERSARIES

Jeff & JaNet Peterson 7/4

Jeff & Amy Gehrig 7/12

Steve & Jan Shepard 7/14

Seanna & Steven Bloemer 7/15

Roger & Jennifer Stafford 7/22

Dan & Maria Constien 7/24

Kerry & Velvet Cooley 7/25

Bernie & Maeve Urbany 7/27

Stan & Lisa Watters 7/30

The quilters will be taking off for the summer months with start up in
September. Since the first of the year the dedicated ladies have made 5 quilts for Good
Shepherd Homes, one quilt sold, and one given to the Pre-School Auction. We have 25
quilts ready to go for mission trips or for World relief. Not too bad for 7 people that work
this into their schedule of activities like Dr’s. appointments, places to go and people to meet.
Many make quilt tops at home and come for the morning. It is a blessing to work with
them and we have time to share our thoughts and ideas and pray for the loved ones that are
on all our hearts. See you in September! Loraine Wendland



JUNE BIRTHDAY "

Caniparoli, Daniel
Giorgi, Karyn
Watters, Jon
MacDowall, Timothy
Caniparoli, Heidi
Paul, Margaret
Peterson, JaNet
Urbany, Tommy
Watters, Rebecca
Morris, Kris
Morris, Taylor
Niska, Paula
Rassi, Taylor
Smith, Maya
Zopf, Kathryn
Ayer, Sarah
Jacob, Vince
Sieckmann, Kim
Rassi, Saundra
Stowell, Elizabeth
Scott, Taylor
Hermes, Linda
House, Traci
Jensen, Mardie
Giorgi, lan
McWilliams, Kristi

6/1
6/1
6/1
6/4
6/5
6/6
6/6
6/9
6/12
6/15
6/15
6/16
6/16
6/16
6/16
6/18
6/18
6/18
6/19
6/19
6/24
6/26
6/26
6/26
6/27
6/2

D

e

Paul, Daniel
Newman, Linda
Lutz, Devyn
Turley, Ted
Flippo, Ida
Lutz, Michelle
Haworth, Dean
Haworth, Katie
Hanna, Gage
Jensen, Lance
Leach, Lucille
Thompson, Ron
Rathbone, Jay
Urbany, Becca
Reseburg, Ryan
Howard, Nancy
Kramer, Diane
Turley, Katrina
Larson, Brian
Fligg, Julie
Gregg, Jessica
MacDowall, Katherine

JULY BIRTHDAYS

7/2
7/3
7/4
7/5
7/6
7/8
7/9
7/9
7/10
7/12
7/15
7/16
7/19
7/19
7/22
7/23
7/23
7127
7/28
7/29
7/31
7/31




Christ the Vine Lutheran Church
Parish Planning Council (PPC) Minutes — May 18, 2010

PRESENT: Bill Balke, Pat Arent, Eileen Fligg, Gayle McCoy, Pastor Morris,
Nathan Schmidt, Lucy Leach, Vickie Bellamy, Sherry Brown, John Henry
Hingson, Mark Caniparoli, Jim Carow, Tim McWilliams, Carol Miller, Gary Miner
GUEST: Quinten Fadness

ABSENT: Dan Constien, Sarah Stegmuller, Bill Wylie

Nathan opened with an inspirational video about our forgiveness in Christ, then
Pastor presented a devotion about worrying which ended with prayer.

It was moved, seconded and carried to approve April council meeting minutes.

FINANCIAL REPORT - Jim reported in Sarah’s absence. There is a $10,000
discrepancy between Sarah’s and Jackie Eastvedt’s reporting, and they will be
reconciling to address the difference. Lucy said counters have been having
problems with recording earmarked funds but the problems should be resolved
by next week. Jim said giving has been consistent. ACTION: Ask Bill Wylie to
be sure to promptly initial requests for musicians’ payments so checks aren’t
delayed.

Pastor said the Finks, who clean the church, are donating a commercial-grade
vacuum to replace the two old vacuums. Thank you to the Finks for this
generous donation.

ENDOWMENT FUND BYLAWS — Quinten Fadness chaired the committee that
developed bylaws establishing the Christ the Vine Lutheran Church Endowment
Fund. The Bylaws had been emailed to members who have email. Quinten
moved to have the Parish Planning Council accept the endowment fund proposal
for presentation to the congregation at the June voters’ meeting. Motion was
seconded and discussion followed. In response to a question, Quinten said these
bylaws would be incorporated into CTV’s current bylaws.

Motion was approved. [NOTE: Copy of proposed Bylaws and copy of resolution
are attached to these minutes.]

PARKING LOT RESURFACING — John Henry Hingson presented a packet
containing three bids, one each from Portland Road & Driveway, Clackamas
Construction, Bellamy Paving. The pavement has deteriorated to the point of
needing repairs that could be more expensive than repaving. Question: Were
Trustees involved in getting the bids? Answer: Aware but not involved. John
Henry stated that one reason for Stewardship to be involved is that it seems
appropriate for Connect Campaign funds appropriate to be used for this purpose.
Following discussion of the bids, John Henry moved that further consideration of
the paving process be referred to the Board of Trustees. Seconded and passed.
Tim McWilliams expressed thanks to the Stewardship Board for their work in



obtaining bids. Jim suggested there be a church project director for contact with
contractor. [NOTE: Copy of bid packet attached to these minutes.]

CHURCH AUDIT — John Henry presented a letter/proposal from Bob Fligg
regarding conducting an audit of church finances. In consultation with a local,
independent CPA, Bob described four levels of financial review and
recommended the fourth, called Agreed Upon Procedures. This process provides
“...an evaluation and critique of how we do things related to finances, and
recommendations for improvement.” It is not an audit, which our constitution
requires; we might want to consider amending the constitution to specify this type
of financial review, which would be more helpful to us than an actual audit. It
was moved that we accept the report by Bob Fligg and that we come to
agreement with Trent Doman to provide Agreed Upon Procedures for our
congregation as soon as possible. Motion was seconded and approved.

John Henry reported that Bob also suggested a source of funds as either the
executive administration budget item or other underused funds to pay the $500-
$1000 cost. A motion was made to use executive administration funds for up to
$500 of the cost then solicit from the congregation for any balance needed.
Motion was seconded and approved.

STORAGE COMMITTEE - Vickie Bellamy reported that the committee met and
drew up a resolution to request that the nursery space be converted to a much-
needed additional food storage area. Vickie moved that the conversion be
allowed and that the community be approached to help with funding for the
shelving; motion seconded. Discussion followed about Sunday morning use of
the nursery as well as use by the kindergarten staff to do one-on-one work with
students. It was stated that there will be room for a small table and chairs for the
kindergarten class to use. Motion approved. [NOTE: The full motion as
presented is attached to these minutes.] ACTION: Pastor asked Sherry Brown
to talk to kindergarten staff about this plan.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE - Carol Miller reported that we still need nominees
for chairs of Christian Education, Worship, Outreach boards. The voters meeting
is planned for June 13 and will be announced 2 weeks prior to the meeting.
Installation of the elected is planned for June 27 to avoid Father's Day. Another
option suggested is to install after the voting.

CHURCH OPERATING CODES COMMITTEE REPORT — Pat Arent reported
that the committee is organized, making progress and may be done sooner than
expected. Some revisions will be presented.

PASTOR’S REPORT - Since there is one more Sunday in May, no report official
report was made. Pastor did report that the mission trip kids will lead Sunday
School in June.



ELDERS - Bill Balke said some families have requested a permanent change to
one service. July and August will be a time to experience that.

DCE REPORT — Nathan said the mission trip is just six weeks away. He wants
to make sure the congregation knows that Vacation Bible School will be at Sandy
Vista, not here this year but that our families are welcome and encouraged to go
to Sandy. A concern is that for those who do not want to go to Sandy, Camp
D’Vine tuition will not be affordable. It was decided to offer Camp D’Vine to CTV
families for whatever they feel they can pay, if anything, and scholarships will
continue to be available to community children.

Pastor expressed appreciation for Nathan’s amazing chancel creation for
Pentecost!

EARLY CHILDHOOD REPORT -- Eileen reported that the auction brought over
$4,000, less than last year but more than 2008. There was more support from the
congregation this year. Earnings from the used book sale totaled $1100.

John Henry expressed deep gratitude to Jim Carow for his dedicated service as
Executive Director over the past two years. The Council gave Jim a standing
ovation. Jim has stated that he will be available to the new Executive Director as
needed. Many, many thanks, Jim, for a job well done.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:48 with prayer by Pastor.

Submitted by Mardie Jensen
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"God Almighty first planted a garden." Francis Bacon, Sr.

...and with help from the greater
Damascus/Boring/Sandy/Portland community, so have we.

Our Christ the Vine Community Garden began as a conversation over a year
ago. The first official meeting in the fall of 2009 included church members as
well as community members from the fire department and Damascus City Hall.
There had been ongoing interest in starting a community garden in Damascus
as part of emergency preparedness planning. Alice Lasher agreed to call upon
her network of resources in the gardening community to help launch our project.
Meetings continued over the winter with our concept of the garden growing and
changing. This year our plans for the garden include a children's garden, corn,
bean and squash patch, blueberry/strawberry ring, raspberry/asparagus patch,
as well as fruit trees, perennials, flowers, vegetables, herbs and tomatoes. Long
term plans include relocating the Memorial Rose Garden, further developing the
native and pond gardens and providing individual plots.

Our first work party was held February 28, 2010. A few days before, Scott Paul
provided one of his workers to scrape sod and carve out gardening areas under
Alice's direction. Community donated truck loads of manure, topsoil and plants
began showing up in our parking lot. The weather cooperated allowing dozens of
workers to accomplish a lot: pruning, hauling branches, blackberry clearing,
planting berries, etc. Harry Schleef, built and hung a house for mason bees.
Treasures were discovered including a patch of wild purple violets and a fig tree.
Work parties have continued with returning help from the community including
the Kiwanis Club and Key Bank. Albertson's even donated food for one of our
work parties.

In May the Christ the Vine Community Garden was awarded a $500 grant from
the Clackamas County Master Gardeners. The money will mainly go towards
irrigation supplies. Scott Paul will be finishing up our irrigation supply lines this
week. A big thank you again, Scott!! All labor and materials for our garden have
been donated, without asking for church support. We continue to have needs, so
if you feel led to contribute financially or with materials to the garden, please do!
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We will start our Weekly Wednesday Work parties on June 2nd. The first work
party of each month will begin with a salad potluck at 6 pm. This week we will
harvest lettuce from the garden, so please bring salad toppings or other food
items to share. Our work parties will begin at 6:30. The rainy weather has
slowed our schedule, but we hope to get the bulk of our garden planting done.
This is the fun part so | hope many of you will join us. Most of our community
volunteers have moved on to their own gardens so we can use your help.

Our vision for the garden has always been to glorify God. | believe that we are
doing that on many levels. We are beautifying and being good stewards of the
wonderful property God has provided for our church. We hope to provide our
food bank and church members with delicious, fresh produce. It has been
wonderful to welcome members of the community who don't usually come to our
church. We were on the receiving end of their generosity to us and hopefully
they felt our thankfulness for their help. My hope is that our garden continues to
be a way to reach out to the community- within our church and outside it's doors.
Please join us and feel free to invite friends too.

If you have any questions, contact: Marta Morris at krismorrisS@msn.com

I'm looking forward to seeing you in the garden!
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Day Camp at
Christ the Vine Lutheran Church -

Camp d'Vine
C # )+ K — Yot L] ’_’ﬁ’%};ﬂ?“ -

June 215t — 25" .

Activity Camp

Children entering Children entering
Ages 3-5 15'.4"™ Grade 5".8" Grade
9:00 am - 12:00 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
$50.00 per child $90.00 per child $110.00 per child
No lunch needed (Be sure to bring a sack lunch & drink daily)
Snack provided

NEW
Half Day Session
$50.00

9:00 — 12:00 daily

15t- 4™ Grade: Bible Study, Singing, Games, Crafts, Snack
and Special Activities led by our own Camp Staff

5. 8" Grade Activity Camp: Bible Study, Crafts, Servant Events
and Fun Activities off-site led by CTV Staff such as
swimming, boating, Oaks Park, etc.

For more information contact CTV at 503-658-5650
Please fill out the Registration form and return it along with payment to the Church Office
You may also register online at

Financial assistance available

13



Senior Steak Night

June 17th 6pm

No youth group due
to
Camp D’Vine Night

June 24th

Slip and Slide
Extreme

July 1st

No Youth Group due
to
Mission trip

July 8th and 15th

Fun in the Sun

July 22nd

Farwell to graduate
seniors

July 29th

No youth group for
August

Senior Steak Night

June 17th
6pm

Free Steaks for Seniors™
Tube steaks for everyone else.

At the Schmidt House:
17090 SE Pleides St
Damascus, OR 97089

1.6 miles from the church, between
Sunnyside and Armstrong (Highway

212)

All parents of senior youth are invited, so

please come

*In high school

Congrats to our Seniors
Nathan Notes

Christ the Vine Lutheran Youth
Tune 20th 1:30pm

G Toumnaen

Mark your calendars and start recruiting your foursome
for the 5th Annual CTV Youth Missions Golf
Tournament, June 20th and Mt. View Golf.

Cost- $45 person

Prizes for: longest putt, closest on the green, farthest
drive, best golf outfit

12 Hour LAN and Xbox
Party

June 18th
Noon—Midnight

Last one for the syymmer!
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Congratulations to our 2010 Confirmands

Back Row: Erika Schwartz, Bradley Pfeifer, Richard Lootens, Eddie Zoph, Pastor Morr
Front Row: Nathan Schmidt, Leah Mellmer, Megan McWilliams and Tyler Steele
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THAT IS GOD’S WAY OF TELLING ME THAT SOME OF YOU HAVE
FORGOTTEN TO SEND ME STUFF!
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