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June 4th & 5th

May 2010

Christ the Vine Lutheran Church

Grapevine

Jerry Kieschnick

The Easter season, which continues for the 50 days from Easter Sunday until Pente-
cost, proclaims yet again that life is ours forever.

At this time of year, there are fresh signs of life all around us. Flowers are blooming, trees
are budding, and grass is greening. These are most welcome sights—a relief, really—
following the especially cold and difficult winter months that many parts of our country,
including St. Louis, have endured. Now, the mountains of snow and ice are melted by the
warmer temperatures, providing the ground with much-needed moisture for the support
of reemerging life.

All the beauty and new life that comes with spring are but pale reminders and symbols of
the life that is now ours in Jesus Christ. How joyous it is to recall that above all else,
Easter, the festival of our Lord’s resurrection, gives us the assurance of eternal life in Je-
sus Christ and the certainty of our own resurrection.

The apostle Paul says it so clearly: “And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile
and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have per-
ished. If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. But
in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen
asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the
dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive” (1 Cor. 15:17-22).

These Holy Spirit-inspired words emphasize with great power the miracle of life, even life
after death.

In my limited understanding as a human being—having experienced the death of friends,
acquaintances, and loved ones over the years—my human brain can’t compute how a
cold, lifeless body can experience life again. But God, who brought human life into the
world through the creation of Adam and Eve and continues to bring life into being through
procreation, also promises to restore life to human beings in a way that transcends our
comprehension.

“For now we see in a mirror dimly,” as Paul puts it. But when Christ returns and we, too,
are raised to eternal life, we will see God “face to face.” Paul continues, "Now I know in
part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known” (1 Cor. 13:12).

So, as you experience and enjoy all the new life in flora and fauna around you—symbols
and reminders of the life that is ours in Jesus Christ—hold closely in your heart the prom-
ises of Jesus. He says, “Because I live, you also will live” (John 14:19) and I am the Res-
urrection and the Life. Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he live, and eve-
ryone who lives and believes in Me shall never die” (John 11:25-26).
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Carnival—Book Sale—Food Bank
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Nominating Committee

New Members

Nominations are class for anyone
needed: R . .
Outreach, & Group Nominating interested in
Exef:thlve Committee Ministry Committee membership at
positions:
- Board Members for: CTV is going to be
Executive Director
e o S Social Ministry, Early Carol Miller—Chair begin
irector of Serving .
Silleleb TR Tim McWilliams May 16th at 6:30
Chair positions for: Fellowship, Publicity, S
; Vicki Bellam
Elders, Worship, Stewardship. y .
Mark Canaparoli Call Pastor Kris at

Education, Youth,
503 658-5650 if

you have any

Penny Pines For Oregon—saundra Rassi questions.
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Grapevine
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Nathan Notes

Christ the Vine Lutheran Youth

June 20th 1pm

o Touramen

~

Senior High Youth Mission
Team:
Youth:

congrals e confrmafio s

Richard Lootens
Megan McWilliams
Leah Mellmer
Bradley Pfeifer
Eddie Zopf

May 9th
All Youth
Broom Ball
Meet at the church
by 5pm and return
around 8pm.
Cost:$15
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Parish Planning Council (PPC) Minutes-March 23, 2010

PRESENT: John Henry Hingson lll, Nathan Schmidt, Vickie Bellamy, Tim McWilliams, James Carow,
Carol Miller, Lucy Leach, Pastor Kris Morris, Sarah Stegmuller, Bill Wylie, Pat Arent, Eileen Fligg.
ABSENT: Shari Brown, Gayle McCoy, Gary Miner, Bill Balke, Mark Caniparoli, Mardie Jensen

Jim called the meeting to order. Nathan presented a devotion.

Minutes to the previous meeting were unavailable. Mardie to bring both February and March to
April meeting.

Round Table discussion on building the church. Follow-up from the retreat ideas. Some points of dis-
cussion were:

-Videos introducing specific members

-A new member reception

-Greeters after church to direct people to coffee, Bible class, etc.

-Name tags

-Leaders need to be aware of new people. If we do that it will spread. Introduce visitors to others.
-Grape Jelly and Bread delivery are popular with visitors.

-Lenten Services and Dramas have been going well

-Adult Bible class, everyone together

-Focus on visitors and new members. Keep smiling!

Key point is to lead the effort of connecting with visitors before and after church, and continue ac-
knowledging new members in service.

Sarah passed out a financial report. She also passed out a new form, a board expense summary.
There was a discussion about the janitorial/landscape account. There seems to be some confusion
about how donations have been posted. John Henry will follow up with Recording secretary

A motion was made to authorize Gayle McCoy to use money from the publicity budget to pay $150
for membership in the Kiwanis for the year. The motion was seconded and passed.

Pastor’s Report-Fifteen visits were made during February. Few are happening in March until after Easter.
We will have two services on Easter Sunday, no Sunday School. There will be an Easter Egg Hunt at 10:30 on
Easter morning and an Easter Breakfast sponsored by the Youth.

Nathan’s Report- The Easter Breakfast will be a fundraiser for the Mission Trip. There will be a Youth Retreat
in April away from the church.

There will be a work party at the Community Garden on April 10. Ken Spies and Scott Paul are working on a
way to get water to the garden. Continued on page 8....
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BIRTHDAYS FOR MAY
ANNIVERSARIES FOR MAY

Isaac Schmidt, 51 Mardie & Lance Jensen 5/2
Kellan Stanley 51 Al & Traci House  5/3
Daniel Bailey 5/4 Jay Rathbone & Nancy Howard  5/4
Erika Schwartz 511 Doug & Leiloni Pfeifer  5/16
Pamela Schwartz 511 Kim & Mark Goin 5/21
Jennifer Stafford 511 Walt & Juanita Wilmarth 5/28
Timothy Giorgi 5/13 George & Julie Miller 5/29
Bob Johnson 5/13

Nick Reseburg 5/13

Devon Reseburg 5/14

Jason Rathbohe 5/15 Congratulations to Me_gan Sieckmann & John
Vickie Bellamy 521 Gray Jr. on their engagement!!!

Jeff Gehrig 522

Benjamin Bailey 523

Tim Constien 523

Bernie Urbany 523

Zachary Flippo 526

John Gray Jr. 526

David Zopf 527

Liesel Grolbert 530

Jerry Davis 531
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(Continued from page 7)

Nathan reported on plans for the Family Faire this summer. The Faire will be Aug. 2-6. The Education Com-
mittee is looking at using the same format as last year, probably without the meals.

Pat Arent reported that she has recruited four people to serve as money counters on Sundays. These are
Margie Tracy, Karen Giorgi, Nancy Petit, and Lucy Leach.

We closed with the Evening Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted
Eileen Fligg

(Continued from page 2)

Stewardship Report
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