
The Easter season, which continues for the 50 days from Easter Sunday until Pente-

cost, proclaims yet again that life is ours forever. 

At this time of year, there are fresh signs of life all around us. Flowers are blooming, trees 

are budding, and grass is greening. These are most welcome sights—a relief, really—

following the especially cold and difficult winter months that many parts of our country, 

including St. Louis, have endured. Now, the mountains of snow and ice are melted by the 

warmer temperatures, providing the ground with much-needed moisture for the support 

of reemerging life. 

All the beauty and new life that comes with spring are but pale reminders and symbols of 

the life that is now ours in Jesus Christ. How joyous it is to recall that above all else, 

Easter, the festival of our Lord’s resurrection, gives us the assurance of eternal life in Je-

sus Christ and the certainty of our own resurrection. 

The apostle Paul says it so clearly: “And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile 

and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have per-

ished. If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. But 

in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen 

asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the 

dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive” (1 Cor. 15:17–22). 

These Holy Spirit-inspired words emphasize with great power the miracle of life, even life 

after death. 

In my limited understanding as a human being—having experienced the death of friends, 

acquaintances, and loved ones over the years—my human brain can’t compute how a 

cold, lifeless body can experience life again. But God, who brought human life into the 

world through the creation of Adam and Eve and continues to bring life into being through 

procreation, also promises to restore life to human beings in a way that transcends our 

comprehension. 

“For now we see in a mirror dimly,” as Paul puts it. But when Christ returns and we, too, 

are raised to eternal life, we will see God “face to face.” Paul continues, “Now I know in 

part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known” (1 Cor. 13:12). 

So, as you experience and enjoy all the new life in flora and fauna around you—symbols 

and reminders of the life that is ours in Jesus Christ—hold closely in your heart the prom-

ises of Jesus. He says, “Because I live, you also will live” (John 14:19) and “I am the Res-

urrection and the Life. Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he live, and eve-

ryone who lives and believes in Me shall never die” (John 11:25–26). 

--- 

Jerry Kieschnick 
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Early Childhood Report 
 
 
 
• Leiloni gave an update on the School/Daycare.  For the 2010-11 school year so far, 8 new students are enrolled for 

Kindergarten, 8 for the four-year old classes and 3 for the three-year old class.  This seems to be down from last year 
at this time, except for the Kindergarten class. 

 
• Leiloni gave an update on the Director’s class she has been taking.  She is learning about new requirements for day-

cate, recruiting, policies, and staffing.   
 
• Used Book Sale is tentatively set for May 21, 22, 23. 
 
• The school staff took a First Aide/CPR and blood borne pathogens class given by Gayle McCoy 
 
• The Auction/Carnival…”The Wild, Wild West” will be held May 7th. 
 
• May is Teacher Appreciation Month. 
 
 
 

Elder’s Report 
 
• Pastor distributed copies of his goals for 2010 based upon the “White Paper” he prepared for the leadership retreat.  

The quantitative goals were based upon the four purposes of the congregation:  Worship, Faith and Knowledge, 
Loving Community and Witnesses of Christ.  Elders are to read and prepare suggestions for assessment in each of 
these areas after studying the Bible references for each segment.  Pastor also distributed his assessment of his first 
year. 

 
• The Elders shared comments received regarding our Easter schedule; some expressed desires for a Sunrise Service.  

Attendance was acknowledged as good for both services; members appreciated the breakfast and the scheduled 
Easter Egg hunt.  Members were encouraged to show their appreciation for all those aiding and leading our worship 
during this season. 

 
• The Elders recommend a summer schedule of two services for June and July, with one service at 9:30 AM for the 

month of August. 
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www.mastergreeter.com 
 

RSVP Ascension church 

503-665-8821 

     Christ the Vine will hold their annual Carnival 
and Auction on May 7th from 5 – 9 PM.  This event 
goes to help support our Preschool and Daycare pro-
gram for 2010-2011.  This is always a fun family 
event and a great opportunity to check out our 
school programs and go home with wonderful 
prizes. 
      
The Preschool/Kindergarten will be hosting a Used 
Book Sale fundraiser on May 21-22-23.  Donations 
of all books are welcome. 
      

 
A big thank you to Damascus Curves for    
raising over 1 TON of food and donating it to 
the CTV/Damascus Food Cupboard.  Also, a big 
thank you to Damascus Storage for donating 3 
months of    storage space for all of the food do-
nated by Curves.  God’s Blessings to them all! 
     
 www.christthevinelutheran.org for upcoming 
events and the church newsletter. 
 

Master Greeter Rich     

Liedtke, the author of 

“How to Be a Master 

Greeter” which is being 

used in over 2300 

churches worldwide with 

over 10,000 copies sold.  

Rich is an excellent and 

All congregations are   

invited to a Master Greeter 

Seminar at Ascension   

Lutheran Church, 1440 SE 

182nd Ave., Portland from 

9:00 AM to Noon on    

Saturday, May 8 2010. 

It will be conducted by 

entertaining speaker who 

crosses America sharing 

with multiple churches. 

This is an excellent     

training for leaders, ushers, 

greeters and                  

congregational members.  

 

Carnival—Book Sale—Food Bank 

Master Greeters Seminar at Ascension May 8 

CTV Community Garden 

up’s for everyone who wants to stake 

out a spot to  grow on.   

The Food Shed is designed based on 

Permaculture, a style of gardening 

that requires less maintenance than 

other gardens.  It works with the  

natural features of the land .  We will 

also have cooking and canning 

classes, a  children’s garden,  

community spirit and sustainability! 

 

Thank you to the  Master Gardener’s 

Organization for their $500 donation 

to our community garden!!! 

 

Next Work Party is May 25TH 

 

Christ the Vine’s Food Shed 

Community Garden concept 

begins with an edible food gar-

den that will provide garden for 

our members and the commu-

nity, supplement food for the 

hungry as well as serve as a 

teaching tool for the supplement 

the Christ the Vine Food Bank.  

Pretty soon  we will have sign-
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Nominations are 

needed:  

Executive Committee 

positions: 

Executive Director 

 Director of Serving 

Chair positions for: 

Elders, Worship, 

 Education, Youth,  

Outreach, & Group  

Ministry 

Board Members for: 

Social Ministry, Early 

Childhood, Trustees, 

Fellowship, Publicity, 

Stewardship. 

 

 

Nominating  

Committee 

 

Carol Miller—Chair 

Tim McWilliams 

Vicki Bellamy 

Mark Canaparoli 

Bradley Pfiefer 

Richard Lootens  

on their upcoming       

Confirmation. 

Please come and celebrate 

with our confirmands   

Congratulations to : 

Eddie Zopf 

Leah Mellmer 

Megan McWilliams 

during the 11 o’clock   

service. 

This is a joyful time for 

not only these youth and 

their families, but for all of 

us as well.  

Nominating Committee 

Confirmation Sunday  - May 16th  11 AM 

Penny Pines For Oregon—Saundra Rassi 

$68.00 will plant an acre 

of trees in Oregon.  You 

may like to help the      

kindergarteners save 

enough pennies to plant an 

acre of trees. 

Project of Oregon State 

Federation of Garden 

Clubs. 

Sponsored by Sunny Hills 

Garden Club for our Christ 

the Vine Jr. Garden Club. 

 

 

“PENNY PINES” is a   

cooperative program with 

National Garden Clubs 

Inc. and the US Forest  

Service.  Oregon State 

Federation of Garden 

Clubs goal is to plant 50 

acres of trees. 
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New Members 

class for anyone 

interested in 

membership at 

CTV is going to be  

begin  

May 16th at 6:30 

PM 

Call Pastor Kris at   

503 658-5650 if 

you have any 

questions. 

 



Carnival and Silent Auction 

Friday, May 7th  
  

We would like all members of Christ the Vine to join us for an evening of fun with 
the community.  Several of the carnival booths are run by CTV members.  If you 
are not on a committee and would like to help us this evening, please sign up with 
Leiloni Pfeifer and we will find a place for YOU!  Just slip a note in her box say-
ing you would like to help with your name and a phone number and she will con-
tact you. 

 
Not able to help that night?  No worries.  You can still help by donating a basket, 
auction item, or provide a baked/candy item for our sweet treat walk.  All proceeds 
go to our CTV’s Early Childhood Program.  The proceeds are used to build a bet-
ter program and to keep our tuition affordable.  We do not want to turn anyone 
away.  Please take this opportunity to help. 
 
 
Pre-sale tickets start on April 26th and go until May 7th at noon. Pre-sale ticket 
prices are 5 for $1. 
 
Come dressed in your western wear and get a photo taken.   
    Yee-Haw!!       
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 Nathan Notes 

Moving Up Sunday May 16t h 
Senior High welcomes in coming 
freshmen to Bible Class. 
 
First Thursday May 20th 
8th graders ‘welcomed’ into the 
high school group, parents are    
encourage to attend (no medical 
form needed to attend this event). 

Christ the Vine Lutheran Youth 

May 9th  
All Youth 

Broom Ball 
Meet at the church 
by 5pm and return 

around 8pm. 
Cost:$15 

Senior High Youth Mission 
Team: 
Youth: 

 
Daniel Todd Caniparoli 
Elaina Caniparoli 
Haleigh Caniparoli 
Ryan Caniparoli 
Christian Edwards 
Alex Giorgi  
Emerson Morris   
Megan McWilliams 
Krissie Smith  
 

Adults: 
 
Sherry Brown 
Mark Caniparoli  
Marty Fadness  
McKenzie McNelly 
Pastor Morris  
Nathan Schmidt  
Erika Schwartz  
Kristen Sieckmann 
Megan Sieckmann  
Tyler Steele   
 

 

Mark your calendars and start recruiting your foursome for the 
5th  Annual CTV Youth Missions Golf Tournament, June 20th 

and Mt. View Golf. 
Cost- $45 person 

Please keep 
them in your 
prayers as we 
begin our  
mission     
training. 

June 20th 1pm  
Richard Lootens 
Megan McWilliams 
Leah Mellmer 
Bradley Pfeifer 
Eddie Zopf 

 

 
Spring Retreat 2010Spring Retreat 2010Spring Retreat 2010Spring Retreat 2010    



Christ the Vine Lutheran Church 

Parish Planning Council (PPC) Minutes-March 23, 2010 

 

PRESENT:  John Henry Hingson III, Nathan Schmidt, Vickie Bellamy, Tim McWilliams, James Carow, 

Carol Miller, Lucy Leach, Pastor Kris Morris, Sarah Stegmuller, Bill Wylie, Pat Arent, Eileen Fligg. 

ABSENT:  Shari Brown, Gayle McCoy, Gary Miner, Bill Balke, Mark Caniparoli, Mardie Jensen 

 

Jim called the meeting to order.  Nathan presented a devotion. 

 

Minutes to the previous meeting were unavailable.  Mardie to bring both  February and March to 

April meeting. 

 

Round Table discussion on building the church.  Follow-up from the retreat ideas.  Some points of dis-

cussion were: 

-Videos introducing specific members 

-A new member reception 

-Greeters after church to direct people to coffee, Bible class, etc. 

-Name tags 

-Leaders need to be aware of new people.  If we do that it will spread.  Introduce visitors to others. 

-Grape Jelly and Bread delivery are popular with visitors. 

-Lenten Services and Dramas have been going well 

-Adult Bible class, everyone together 

-Focus on visitors and new members.  Keep smiling! 

Key point is to lead the effort of connecting with visitors before and after church, and continue ac-

knowledging new members in service. 

 

Sarah passed out a financial report.  She also passed out a new form, a board expense summary.  

There was a discussion about the janitorial/landscape account.  There seems to be some confusion 

about how donations have been posted.  John Henry will follow up with Recording secretary 

 

A motion was made to authorize Gayle McCoy to use money from the publicity budget to pay $150 

for membership in the Kiwanis for the year.  The motion was seconded and passed. 

 

Pastor’s Report-Fifteen visits were made during February.  Few are happening in March until after Easter.  

We will have two services on Easter Sunday, no Sunday School.  There will be an Easter Egg Hunt at 10:30 on 

Easter morning and an Easter Breakfast sponsored by the Youth. 

 

Nathan’s Report- The Easter Breakfast will be a fundraiser for the Mission Trip.  There will be a Youth Retreat 

in April away from the church. 

 

There will be a work party at the Community Garden on April 10.  Ken Spies and Scott Paul are working on a 

way to get water to the garden.     Continued on page 8…. 
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BIRTHDAYS FOR MAY 

 

 

Isaac Schmidt,  5/1 

Kellan Stanley  5/1 

Daniel Bailey  5/4 

Erika Schwartz  5/11 

Pamela Schwartz 5/11 

Jennifer Stafford 5/11 

Timothy Giorgi  5/13 

Bob Johnson  5/13 

Nick Reseburg  5/13 

Devon Reseburg  5/14 

Jason Rathbone  5/15 

Vickie Bellamy  5/21 

Jeff Gehrig   5/22 

Benjamin Bailey  5/23 

Tim Constien  5/23 

Bernie Urbany  5/23 

Zachary Flippo  5/26 

John Gray Jr.  5/26 

David Zopf   5/27 

Liesel Grolbert  5/30 

Jerry Davis   5/31 

 

 
 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES FOR MAY 
 

Mardie & Lance Jensen  5/2 
Al & Traci House 5/3 

Jay Rathbone & Nancy Howard 5/4 
Doug & Leiloni Pfeifer 5/16 

Kim & Mark Goin 5/21 
Walt & Juanita Wilmarth 5/28 
George & Julie Miller 5/29 

Congratulations to Megan Sieckmann & John 
Gray Jr. on their engagement!!! 



(Continued from page  7) 

 

Nathan reported on plans for the Family Faire this summer.  The Faire will be Aug. 2-6.  The Education Com-

mittee is looking at using the same format as last year, probably without the meals. 

 

Pat Arent reported that she has recruited four people to serve as money counters on Sundays.  These are 

Margie Tracy, Karen Giorgi, Nancy Petit, and Lucy Leach. 

 

We closed with the Evening Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Eileen Fligg 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 2) 

 

Stewardship Report 

 
• Bob Fligg  & John Hingson have arranged for an “outside audit” to be conducted after April 15th 
• We are looking at funding re-paving the parking lot. 
• Pat Arent reported that she has recruited four people to serve as money counters on Sundays.  These are 

Margie Tracy, Karen Giorgi, Nancy Petit, and Lucy Leach. 
 

 

 

Trustee Report 
 
Thanks to the dedicated time and efforts of John Gray and Bill Schwartz, we now have a commercial mower, push 
mower and weed eater ready to be utilized by the still forming “mowing club”. 
 
Saturday May 1st immediately following the Men’s breakfast, there will be a briefing on proper and safe use of the lawn 
equipment for members interested in being part of the group committed to take over the landscape duties of the church. 
 
In the past month Walt Wilmarth repaired the toilet in the woman’s restroom.  I installed new weather-stripping,        
replaced the faulty faucet in the kitchen of the preschool modular, and replaced numerous burned out light bulbs. 
 
Vikki Bellamy purchased new material and I have started the process of recovering the damaged folding chairs in the 
Grape room. 
 
The recent work day was a success.  We were able to get some spring cleaning, weeding, and pruning done.  One of the 
big accomplishments was getting the west side of the storage shed cleared out in preparation for use as storage for the 
mower and landscape equipment.  Thanks to all who helped.  We also got the rather large brush/debris pile burned.   
Special thanks to Vince Jacob for handling that marathon job. 
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