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CHRIST THE VINE LUTHERAN CHURCH MARCH 2010

Dear Friends,

Do you consider yourself a hip, cutting-edge sort of person? If not, think again, because theologically-
speaking, some might consider you to be very cool. Why?

Because you go to Christ the Vine Lutheran Church, where we observe Lent, and that makes you very hip. It
does? Yes, and here’s why:

Early Church documents from the first through the third century make it clear that the early Christians recog-
nized the season of Lent, the forty-day period before Easter (not counting Sundays). The forty days of Lent
reflect the forty days that Jesus spent in the wilderness fasting and being tempted by Satan. It’s a period of
soul-searching and repentance as we prepare for Easter. It begins on Ash Wednesday and ends the Saturday
before Easter following Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.

The Eastern Orthodox Church, the Roman Catholic Church, and the first churches of the Reformation
spawned by the reformers Martin Luther and John Calvin, observed Lent and other seasons of the church
year. Butin the late 16th century, the Anabaptists and some Calvinist congregations discarded all Christian
seasons and Holy Days on the theory that they were inventions of the Catholic Church.

The Anabaptist movement was especially influential in America, giving rise to or influencing the Mennonites,
the Amish, the Baptists and the Plymouth Brethren, none of whom observed Lent, nor did the Calvinist Puri-
tans (who didn’t even observe Christmas).

But beginning in the late 19th century, things changed. Historical research established very convincingly that
the very first Christians throughout the Mediterranean Basin did indeed observe Lent, as well as other Liturgi-
cal seasons and Holy Days. This recognition has spawned a resurgence in recent decades, a movement
among American Christians back toward the observation of Lent and other seasons of the church year.

This year at Christ the Vine, please join in for our Wednesday Lenten services, each Wednesday through
March 24th. There’s a meal served at 6:15 pm and the service begins at 7 pm. Each service begins with a
brief Lenten drama behind a backdrop of black thorns on the chancel, symbolizing the suffering and death of
Jesus on our behalf.

As Christians who have come before us have done for two thousand years, the Lutheran Church has always
observed Lent, whether it’s in fashion or not. It’s just that now, it’s very, very hip.

The Lord bless you and keep you always! Pastor Kris Morris
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BIRTHDAYS - MARCH

Carow, Mary 3/1
Constien, Martin 3/1
Kraushaar, Adam 3/1
Hingson, Jack 3/2
Pfeifer, Bradley 3/3
Sieckmann, Kristin 3/3
King, John 3/4
McNerney, Barbara 3/4
Lootens, Emily 3/7
Goin, Macey 3/9
Zopf, Julie 3/10
Larson, Monica 3/11
Moorehead, Sandra 3/12
Kay, Penny 3/13
Paul, Joey 3/14
Schleef, Linda 3/15
Spiess, Carolyn 3/16
Farwell, Heather 3/20
King, Suzanne 3/20
Giorgi, Alex 3/22
Stegmuller, Sarah 3/25
Gray, Amy 3/30
Brown, Lauren 3/31
Jacob, Dannielle 3/31
Thompson, Annette 3/31
ANNIVERSARIES

Rick & Kim Tate 3/1
Ralph & Betty Stewart 3/2
Kevin & Tina Sali 3/31

A Legacy For The Lord

A major concern for many prominent people in today’s
world seems to be what kind of legacy they will leave for
future generations. Presidents spend considerable time,
energy and power creating their legacy while in office and
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after them.

It is understandable that our human nature is such that we
desire to be recognized and remembered. We want to be
remembered for our contributions to our country, to our
society and for other accomplishments and acts of charity.

However, the personal rewards of a secular legacy are not
enduring beyond one’s lifetime. Solomon seems to ex-
press his frustrations and disappointment regarding this
issue when he says: “I have seen all the things that are
done under the sun; all of them are meaningless, a chasing
after the wind.” Eccl.L:14

Lest the reader be left in a state of futility, it is comforting
to consider that the Christian need not be concerned with
creating a legacy. In Matt. 6:33, we are told to “...seek
first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well.”

Rather than being concerned with building a legacy, we, as
Christians, need to seek God’s righteousness in Christ
Whose righteousness covers our sins. In seeking the king-
dom of God we are to strive to do His will and be of service
to Him in building His kingdom.

Through Christ the Vine’s Endowment Fund Program, we
will be offered a special opportunity to share in the work
of the Lord’s kingdom. This program will provide many
and various areas of support for ministry: Within our con-
gregation, within our country, and in other areas of the
world. Our gifts to the Fund will enable us to participate in
the Lord’s ministry far into the future. May this be the
nature of our legacy—A LEAGACY FOR THE LORD.

We will continue to provide additional information on the
Fund Program through future updates. But for now, let us
share a final word on legacies. A secular legacy is mean-
ingless compared to our Savior’s words of approval when
He says to His redeemed: “Well done thou good and faith-
ful servant.”

developing presidential libraries to assure that their legacy Let us not become weary in doing good for at the proper
lives on in perpetuity. Others from the society of the influ- time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” Gala-
ential and famous seem to assure that their legacy lives on tians 6:9

by having some significant landmark or structure named
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Director of Serving

Early Childhood Board is working consistently and very
aware of the need to watch spending.

Stewardship committee is meeting regularly and working
to get all things on a schedule

Trustee Board needs more members. | have not met with
them formerly.

Fellowship’s biggest challenge is getting the sterilizer fixed.
(Is now fixed) It seems this will be a little spendy.

| have not met with Social Ministry or Publicity Board but if
“the proof is in the pudding” both boards are doing a good
job.

Early Childhood Report

The theme for the Auction/Carnival is “Wild, Wild, West.”
The Carnival will be May 7th and the Scholastic Book Fair
will be February 27—March 7th. There was a preschool
Open House on February 18th. The Spring Program will be
March 18th at 7 pm. Books for the used book sale will be
stored in the old modular with a sale sometime before the
end of the school year.

There will be an Early Childhood Leadership Series
“Webinars” sponsored by NOWLCMS. The first one was
on staffing. There will be a webinar on March 16th titled
“How to be a Board for the Early Childhood Center.

Last year the program was in the black by $4,925.41. The
2010 budget cuts money for Teacher’s conference and
some mileage. We had a discussion about the Auction
revenue and how it is placed in the budget. Kevin Pfeifer’s
Eagle Scout project really benefitted the school play-
ground. Kevin was able to get donations of material and
fabrication that made the project worth much more than
the dollar amount spent.

The staff of the school is recommending that the tuition
stay the same for the 2010-11 school year, given the diffi-
culties of the current economy. Also it is recommended
that the Kindergarten program stay a half-day.

Elder’s Report

The Chair distributed copies of Elder assignments and a
listing of ten families with assignments. Each elder is to
contact their assignees, and report back to the pastor, sec-
retary and/or chair regarding contact and accuracy of our
listing and membership. Alec Finney has been introduced
to the system and is assisting with obtaining and auditing
of the reports. Results of the reports and contacts will be
assessed, and the next steps in the membership/calling
process will be on our March agenda.

Pastor had 20 visits, (11 home and 9 hospital; attendance
for each Sunday and an average attendance of 181; mile-
age for the month was 422 miles.

Pastor shared copies of his “white paper” from the
Leader’s Retreat on January 30th on the purpose of the
local congregation. The purposes are to facilitate worship,
nurture faith and knowledge of God, to be a community
that loves, cares for and supports one another, and to be a
witness of Christ in the greater community and world. The
elders were encouraged to review each segment and to
read and study the scriptural basis for each purpose.

The updated Elder Duty schedule was reviewed; discussion
followed regarding the liturgical calendar of Epiphany,

Lent, Easter, and special services.

Fellowship Report

Working on Dinner for Eight or a like event with Pastor
Kris.

Having trouble finding hosts for midweek dinners, ques-
tions even having them if no one is interested in helping
Eight sites are taken at Nehalem Bay State Par, 12 sites to
go.

Pam Schwartz has volunteered to be CTV’s wedding coor-
dinator

Dish Sanitizer has been fixed.

Outreach Report

Has begun planning efforts to do canvassing in the imme-
diate area of CTV. They met on Sunday, Feb. 21 for plan-
ning. They are continuing to work the bread delivery and



Publicity Report

e Our Church Directory should go to print within the
next 10 days.

e Abrochure is being prepared to announce the new
Sunday School curriculum and it will be distributed to
nearby homes. The brochure will also introduce our
excellent Sunday School teachers, their teaching ex-
perience and credentials.

e We have also been busy preparing information and
getting the word out about the CTV Community Food
Shed Garden.

e CTV News article has been sent to the Observer and
will appear in the March issue

e The March newsletter is being prepared and will be on
-line March 1st.

Stewardship Report

e Adopted a goal that by the end of June 2010 an
“outside audit” for the year 2009 will have been com-
pleted.

e Pat Arent will recruit members to serve as counters of
the tithes and offerings, and deposit same in the bank,
following the 11 o’clock service.

e Members who pledged to contribute to pay for custo-
dial service beyond the amount already pledged will
identify on their contributions that the amount given
is for “custodial services.” Other members of the con-
gregation who see fit to make such contributions are
asked to write the amount given on the envelope as
follows “Custodial Contribution -$ .00

e Jack Hingson will contact Bill Schwartz and other s con
cerning access to or acquisition of a lawn mower and

landscaping volunteers.

Invest in the ministry of LCEF

The ministry of LCEF is made possible by invest-
ment dollars from LCMS members. Without this support
(invested and gifted dollars), LCEF would not be able to
offer such low-cost loans and facility-planning services to
the entire LCMS

In support of the Ablaze! Movement, LCEF is fo-
cused on helping the LCMS plant 2,000 new churches by
2017, the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. We ask
that you prayerfully consider investing a portion of your
savings with LCEF. When you invest in Church Extension,
you receive more than just interest on your investment
dollars. You also receive the “ministry dividend.”

What is the “ministry dividend?”

At LCEF, your investments earn interest for you and also:

e Help plant new missions.

e Expand current worship facilities.

e Fund school renovations

e Create childcare centers.

e Support rostered church workers with housing and
consolidation loans.

e Change lives.

Your dollars do make a difference!

For more information, please call 1-800-843-5233, visit
www.lcef.org or contact Quinten Fadness at 503-663-5985
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Nathan’s Notes—Christ the Vine Lutheran Youth Page

Senior High Spring Retreat April 23st—25th

Paint Balling with Jesus Come out for a great

Cost: $70 weekend of Bible Study,
66Uyj uzdttne=6ue=st+ucighinganding ever i ¢ =
going. popular afternoon of
Camp Tadmor paint balling.
Lebanon, OR
YOUTH
. MISSION TRIP
Spring Break LAN Party JULY 9THF July 19th
March 26th, Friday Apply Now!

Noon to Midnight

Ages middle school to adult.
COD4, BF2142 and others
X-Box 360

$10 for pizza (2 pizza runs $5)
Up Coming Events:

LAN & X0 March 26th
Box
Party

Mission March 28th
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We are planning to go roller skating at Oaks Meeting
Park. Megan McWilliams will be our host, and
. . . Confirma- May 21st-22nd
She will be awarding prizes for any person that tion Retreat
Brings a new friend to SSYN. Cost is $6.50 _
March 14th Camp D Quve 2dst-25th

Meet at the church
Around 5:30 pm




